TYBA SOCIOLOGY PAPER VIII

SOCIAL MOVEMENTS

Chapter 1. Introduction and concepts
9 lectures
Civil Society; Social Movements (definition, distinction 
from agitation, protest, struggle and other forms of collective 
action like riot, rebellion etc). Social movements and Social change. 


      Civil society

· Distinguish between state and  civil society 

· State is an independent public authority that has monopoly over institutionalized force and encapsulates parliamentary institutions, courts, bureaucracies and armies. 

· Civil society is the terrain on which people’s movements are fought

· Space for non state actors like movements, voluntary associations, political parties, caste and linguistic associations etc. 

· When the state fails to deliver the focus shifts to the civil society as a site where interests can be articulated and civil society actors can become agents of transformation

Conceptualising social movements 

Characteristics of social movements

· Universalism of social movements

· Relativism in social movements

· The idea of social optimism in social movements

· Social renewal, self actualization and social movements

       Distinguishing movements from agitation, protest, struggle and other forms 

       of    collective action like riot, revolt, rebellion and revolution. 

       Social movements and social change

     Chapter 2. Classical Theories

      A. Collective Behaviour Theories (8 lectures)
Introduction: overall perspective – Movements arise due to dissatisfaction, irrational collective behaviour. Image of the ‘emotional crowd.’
a. Revitalisation

Anthony Wallace’s study. 5 Stages. Critique.

b. Strain theory

Introduction. Smelser’s 6 conditions. Critique. 
c. Relative Deprivation

Introduction. Gurr’s theory Value discrepancy, categorisation of values, three patterns of value deprivation. Critique.

Overall critique (functionalist perspective).
B. Resource Mobilisation Theory (4 lectures)
Shift to emphasize rational, calculative, opportunistic political action. Organizational aspects of movements theorised upon. Mobilization of resources (spell out kinds of resources: Edwards and McCarthy (2004) propose a five-fold typology of resources: moral (legitimacy, solidary support), cultural (artefacts and cultural products), social-organisational (infrastructures, social networks), human (labour, experience, skills) and material resources (financial and physical capital).). Free rider problem. Two important variants: McCarthy and Zald's (1973) "professional organizer" model and McAdam's (1982) "political process" model.' Differences with respect to understanding of Resources, Motivation, Political Environment, Possible Resolution.  Overall critique.

Pichardo, Nelson A. 1988. “Resource Mobilization: An Analysis of Conflicting Theoretical Variations”. Sociological Quarterly, Vol. 29, No. 1. (Spring, 1988), pp. 97-110.
Chapter 3. Challenges to Classical Theories
Intro: Rejection of the rationalist basis of movements. Resources stressed like leadership, organization, ideology are also questioned. What is new is the insistence on the cultural aspects of movements. The ‘insurrection of subjugated knowledges’ or the ‘creation of new identities.’ These were explicit attempts at reworking the traditional Marxist explanatory frameworks.
A. Subaltern Studies (6 lectures)
Introduction (1970s Guha, 11 volume series). Intellectual background. Main line of development (two variants- empirical and cultural). One case study- Guha’s elementary forms. Critique.
Dhanagare, D. N. 1988. “Subaltern Consciousness and Populism: Two Approaches in the Study of Social Movements in India.” Social Scientist, Vol. 16, No. 11. (Nov., 1988), pp. 18-35.

Ludden, David. 2001. “A Brief History of Subalternity” in Reading Subaltern Studies: Critical History, Contested Meaning, and the Globalisation of South Asia, David Ludden (ed.). Delhi: Permanent Black. pp. 1-39.

Roy, Tirthankar. 2002 “Subaltern Studies: Questioning the Basics.” EPW, June 8, pp. 2223-8.

B. New Social Movements (6 lectures)
Newness of Contemporary Movements (ideology & goals, tactics, structure, participants). Post industrial and post material era. Basic variants: Habermas, Touraine, Melucci. NSM in India. Critique.
Martin, Greg. 2000. “New Social Movements, Welfare and Social Policy: A Critical Assessment.” E-paper.

Pichardo, Nelson A. 1997 “New Social Movements: A Critical Review”, Annual Review of Sociology, Vol. 23. (1997), pp. 411-430.

Sangvai, Sanjay 2007 “The New People’s Movements in India.” EPW, Dec. 15, pp. 111-7.

Sheth, D. L. 2004 “Globalisation and New Politics of Micro-Movements.” EPW, Jan. 3, pp. 45-58.

Chapter 4 Older Themes of Movement Studies (16 lectures)

(
Peasant movements and agrarian struggles 

Attempts have been made by some scholars to provide an all India picture for both the British and post-independence periods. Peasant struggles have taken place al over India and by no means have they been the same. Peasant movements have been classified by several scholars. These classifications need to be examined. The peasant movements can be analysed looking at their structure, organization , ideology and achievement .

(
Tribal movements

India has a large tribal population spread all over the country. Several tribal movements have taken place. The Anthropological Survey of india identified thirty six ongoing tribal movements in India in 1976. These revolts have taken place for various reasons. Tribal movements have also been classified. Different typologies have been evolved depending on the issues involved. In order to understand these movements they must be analysed in respect to the issues involved, their organisation and leadership eg movements of self determination amongst the north east tribals. The sanskritisation movements or Bhagat movements.

(
Workers movements

Like other sections of society workers of both the organized and unorganized sectors have also resorted to collective action to secure their demands. This was largely confined to trade Union and working class activities and movements for salary, employment, bonus, job security, etc. This class stood in opposition to the bourgeois capitalist class. Understanding of working class movements must look at their modes of agitation, the issues involved as also their organization and leadership and change in nthe nature of these movements.

