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About the Editors
Archbishop Felix Machado: He has a Licentiate in Catholic Theology from the
Catholic Theological Faculty, Lyon, France (1974-76). He has an M.A. in Theology
(with specialization in Catholic Missiology) from the Maryknoll School of Theology,
New York, USA (1980). He holds a Doctorate (Ph.D.) in Catholic Dogmatic Theology
from the Fordham University, New York, USA. He has been Professor of Catholic
Dogmatic Theology, Missiology and formator of future priests at St. Pius X College,
Mumbai from 1984 to 1993.From April 1993, he had been called to Rome in order
to work in the Roman Curia (Holy See, Vatican) at the Asia Desk of the Pontifical
Council for Interreligious Dialogue. On 1 October 1999, he was nominated Under-
Secretary of the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue, Vatican, by Pope
John Paul II and confirmed by Pope Benedict XVI.

He has been visiting Professor of Catholic Dogmatic Theology and Missiology at:
Pontifical Institute, ‘Regina Mundi’ in Rome; Pontifical Institute of the Sciences of
Education, ‘Auxilium ‘ in Rome; Rome Centre of the Loyola University in Chicago,
USA., and at the Pontifical Urban University, Rome.

He has published three books: Jnaneshvari, Path to Liberation; Journeying Together
(in English, French and Italian), a Marathi translation and short commentary on the
Vatican II document, Lumen Gentium. He has also published over a hundred articles
in various international academic journals of theology. On 16 Jan. 2008, Pope
Benedict XVI has appointed as Bishop of Nashik with personal title Archbishop.
He is now Archbishop of Vasai Diocese.

Rev. Dr. Stephen Fernandes is resident Professor of Ethics and Moral Theology at
St. Pius X College, Mumbai. He has a Doctorate in Moral Theology from the
Academia Alfonsiana, Rome, Italy. He also holds a Master of Commerce (M.Com.)
and Bachelor of Education (B.Ed.) degree from the University of Bombay. For two
terms he was the Secretary of the Bombay Priests Council. From the year 2008, he
is the Executive Director of the F.I.A.M.C. Bio-Medical Ethics Centre, Mumbai.

From the year 2000, he is Theological Consultor, C.C.B.I. Commission for Doctrine
and Theological Consultant, Catholic Medical Guild of St. Luke, Mumbai. He is
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also a Life Member of the National Catholic Bioethics Centre (NCBC), Philadelphia,
USA. He is a Member and Consultant, International Association of Catholic
Bioethicists (IACB), Toronto. He is the Secretary, Permanent Diaconate Programme,
Archdiocese of Bombay. He has presented research papers on Ethics and Justice
issues at local, national and international conferences. He has to his credit published
articles in various journals on Ethical issues and issues of justice and peace.

 In May 2006, he received the Pope John XXI International Award “Premium
Deontologiae” for research on the occasion of the XXII World Congress of the
International Federation of Catholic Medical Associations (FIAMC) in Barcelona,
Spain. In January 2008, he received “The Iustitia et Pax Medallion” from the
Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace, Vatican City in recognition of his outstanding
contribution to the promotion of Justice and Peace.
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Note on the Contributors
1. Dr. Margit KövesMargit Köves came to India in 1983 to teach Hungarian in

Delhi University. She was a fellow of ICHR, ICPR and ICSSR doing research
on comparative literature in the context of Hungary and India, Hungarian
responses to India in literature and journalism in the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries.  She published articles and edited books  Contributions on
Lukács(1989), Resistible Rise, A Fascism Reader (2005) both edited jointly with
S. Mazumdar and collections of Hungarian prose in Hindi,
Abhinetakimrityu(2001), Das aadhunikhungarikavi (2008) and Gezababua by
JánosHáy (2008) translated jointly with GirdharRathi. In 2OO9 she published
Buddhism among the Turks of Central Asia. Currently she is teaching Hungarian
in the Department of Slavonic and Finno-Ugrian Studies.

2.  Prof.Ram Puniyani is a Professor in Biomedical Engineering at the Indian
Institute of Technology, Powai. Apart from his teaching and research activities,
he pursues a parallel track concerned with issues related to social problems,
particularly the ones related to preservation of democratic and secular ethos in
our life. He is a member of EKTA, Committee for Communal Amity, Mumbai
and has been associated with different secular initiatives for many years. He is
particularly concerned with the adverse effects of globalisation and the rise of
fundamentalism, particularly in India. Dr.Puniyani has contributed articles to
various magazines and journals on these themes. He has authored three books
around these subjects: Fascism of SanghParivar, The Other Cheek and
Communal Politics: An Illustrated Primer.

3. Sr. Dr. Teresa Joseph, fma belongs to the Bombay Province of the Salesian
Sisters. She holds a Master’s in Science of Education with specialization in
Catechetics from Auxilium Rome and a PhD in Missiology with specialization
in Inter-religious Studies from the Gregorian University Rome. She is on the
Executive Committee of St. Andrew’s College for the Cardinal Paul Poupard
Foundation Chair of Inter-Religious and Inter-Cultural Dialogue. Teresa has been
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recently appointed Secretary, CBCI Office for dialogue and desk for ecumenism.
Besides being a visiting professor to a few Faculties she conducts seminars,
orientation programs and retreats for .teachers and young people.

She is a freelance writer and contributes articles for various journals in India
and abroad. Her published works include Dream Big Dream True (BYB Mumbai
2004), Family of Truth: The Liminal Context of Inter-Religious Dialogue (Rome
2005), Teachers are Like Stars (BYB Mumbai 2009) and Family of Truth: The
Liminal Context of Inter-Religious Dialogue an Anthropological and
Pedagogical Enquiry (ISPCK Delhi 2009). She has launched and co-edited an
animation book for the family titled Stay Connected in the Circle of Love (Media
House, 2007) and another one titled: Teen Q’S (Media House, 2009) John Paul
II A Pilgrim on the Roads of the World Celebrating 25 Years of the Paradigm of
Assisi(ISPCK Delhi 2011)

4. Dr.ShefaliBalsari Shah.has been Associate Professor and Head, Department
of English at St. Xavier’s College, Mumbai. She has also taught at other colleges
in the city and at the University of Pennsylvania, USA. She continues to teach
courses and conduct workshops on Film, Popular Culture, and Creative Writing.
Currently she is Director, Somaiya Centre for Lifelong Learning.

She studied at Elphinstone College, University of Bombay, and the University
of Pennsylvania, where she specialized in Shakespeare and Renaissance Studies
for her Ph.D. Her wide-ranging interests are reflected in her diverse paper
presentations at several regional, national and international conferences.

5. Dr. Marie Fernandes is Principal of St. Andrew’s College, Mumbai. She was
also a member of the Board of Studies in English at the University of Mumbai
and is a recognised Research Guide. The title of her PhD thesis was “The Animal
Fable in Modern Literature”. This was subsequently published in 1996. She
has to her credit a number of research articles published in journals both in India
and abroad.  She was awarded the prestigious – ‘International Visitor’s Leadership
Award’, funded by the US. State Department.
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6. Prof.SharmilaDhoteis asenior Professor in the Department of Psychology at
St. Andrew’s College and has completed 21 years of teaching in college. Currently
she is in charge of the Cardinal Paul Poupard Foundation for Inter-Religious
and Inter-Cultural Dialogue which she actively co-ordinates. She has organized
International seminars and symposiums on inter-religious and inter-cultural issues
and various other activities and programmes to make the organization vibrant
and meaningful. She has also presented a paper at Milan, Italy titled “Eat, Pray
and Love”. She is also a private practising Counsellor.

7. Fr. Joaquim Fernandes SDB is Regional Delegate, Boscom South Asia and

Director of Tej-Prasarini, Don Bosco Communications.

8. Siddhant Sinha, SYB.Com student is an active member of the Cardinal Paul
Poupard Foundation Chair of Inter Religious and Inter Cultural Dialogue. He
represented St. Andrew’s College at the St. Pius X Symposium. He won 2nd

prize in the Presentation Competition 2014-15. He was on the student committee
that helped organize the National Symposium 2014-15.

Rochelle D’Souza, SYBCom is an active member of the Cardinal Paul Poupard
Foundation Chair of Inter Religious and Inter Cultural Dialogue.
She won 1st prize in the Presentation Competition and 3rd prize in the Essay
Competition in 2015. She has been a guide for the 50th anniversary of The National
Eucharist Congress exhibition 2015.




