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Council for Interreligious Dialogue.

Oswald Cardinal Gracias completed his Doctorate in Canon Law, from the Urban
University, Rome. He also has a Diploma in Jurisprudence from the Gregorian
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From 2001 till date he is the Vice Chairman, Vox Clara Committee, Congregation
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Interreligious Dialogue and a member of the General Council of the Movement at
the International Centre of the Focolare Movement in Rome.

Rev. Dr. Jacob Parappally, MSFS holds a doctorate in Theology from the
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of moral, pastoral and contextual theologies to journals in India and abroad. His
doctoral dissertation: Dharma, Hindu and Christian According to Roberto de
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Enquiry (ISPCK Delhi 2009). She has launched and co-edited an animation book
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Her doctoral thesis was on The Galilean Women in the Redaction of Luke: An
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She has a number of publications to her credit.

Rev. Dr. Shaji Joseph Puykunnel SDB (b.1964) has a Licentiate in Sacred
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Archbishop Felix Machado: He has a Licentiate in Catholic Theology from the
Catholic Theological Faculty, Lyon, France (1974-76). He has an M.A. in Theology
(with specialization in Catholic Missiology) from the Maryknoll School of Theology,
New York, USA (1980). He holds a Doctorate (Ph. D) in Catholic Dogmatic Theology
from the Fordham University, New York, USA. He has been Professor of Catholic
dogmatic theology, Missiology and formator of future priests at St Pius X College,
Mumbai from 1984 to 1993.

From April 1993, he had been called to Rome in order to work in the Roman Curia
(Holy See, Vatican) at the Asia Desk of the Pontifical Council for Interreligious
Dialogue. On 1 October 1999, nominated Under-Secretary of the Pontifical Council
for Interreligious Dialogue, Vatican, by Pope John Paul II. This appointment was
confirmed by Pope Benedict XVI.

He has been a visiting professor of Catholic dogmatic theology and missiology at:
Pontifical Institute, ‘Regina Mundi’ in Rome; Pontifical Institute of the Sciences of
Education, ‘Auxilium’ in Rome; Rome Centre of the Loyola University in Chicago,
USA., and at the Pontifical Urban University, Rome.

He has published three books: Jnaneshvari, Path to Liberation; Journeying Together
(in English, French and Italian), a Marathi translation and short commentary on
the Vatican II document, Lumen Gentium. He has also published over a hundred
articles in various international academic journals of theology.

On 16 Jan. 2008, Pope Benedict XVI has appointed as Bishop of Nasik with personal
title Archbishop.

Rev. Dr. Gilbert de Lima is a resident Professor of Systematic Theology and
Formator at St Pius X College, Goregaon, Mumbai and is at present the Dean of
Studies. He has also completed his Doctorate in Systematic Theology from the
Pontifical Urbaniana University, Rome. He has authored some books and several
articles in theological journals. He is also a visiting professor at some theological
Insitutes. He is the Director of the Permanent Diaconate Programme in the
Archdiocese of Bombay. He was the Secretary of the Archdiocesan Biblical
Committee for several years and is at present a member of the Archdiocesan
Ecumenical Commission and Interreligious Dialogue Commission.

Rev. Dr. Stephen Fernandes is resident Professor of Ethics and Moral Theology
from St. Pius X College, Mumbai. He has a Doctorate in Moral Theology from the
Accademia Alfonsiana, Rome, Italy. He also holds a Master of Commerce (M Com)
and Bachelor of Education (B Ed) degree from the University of Bombay. For two
terms he was the Secretary of the Bombay Priests Council. From the year 2008,
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he is the Executive Director of the F.I.A.M.C. Bio-Medical Ethics Centre, Mumbai.
From the year 2000, he is Theological Consultor, C.C.B.I. Commission for Doctrine
and Theological Consultant, Catholic Medical Guild of St. Luke, Mumbai. He is
also a Life Member of the National Catholic Bioethics Center (NCBC), Philadelphia,
USA. He is a Member and Consultant, International Association of Catholic Bio-
ethicists (IACB), Toronto. He is the Secretary, Permanent Diaconate Programme,
Archdiocese of Bombay. He has presented research papers on Ethics and Justice
issues at local, national and international conferences. He has also printed articles
in various journals on Ethical issues and issues of justice and peace. In May
2006, he received the Pope John XXI International Award “Premium Deontologiae”
for research on the occasion of the XXII World Congress of the International
Federation of Catholic Medical Associations (FIAMC) in Barcelona, Spain. In
January 2008, he received “The Iustitia et Pax Medallion” from the Pontifical Council
for Justice and Peace, Vatican City in recognition of his outstanding contribution
to the promotion of Justice and Peace.
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